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Appearance Commission Minutes 

City of Newton, NC 

Meeting on Thursday, May 9, 2013 

 
Attendees:       Guests: 

Melvin Caldwell Tom Rowe    Alex Fulbright 

Jan Freeman  Collette Touchette                         Jon Raines 

Jim Gargis  Sandra Waters 

Alicia Rayfield   

 

I.    Call to Order and Welcome 

      Chairperson Collette Touchette called the meeting to order and welcomed guests. 

 

II.  Approval of Minutes 

      The April 25, 2013 meeting minutes were approved. 

 

III.  Old Business 

A.  Volunteer Membership 

1. A letter of invitation to serve as a volunteer member was sent to Ana Cristine Godoy.      

2. Collette stated that she will call Mrs. Godoy as a follow-up. 

   

B. Code Enforcement Update 

1.  Jon Raines, Newton Code Enforcement Officer, shared vital information about 

active and closed code violation cases, the protocol for issuing and enforcing 

violations, and violation site improvements and/or continuance. 

2. Commission members highlighted specific appearance and potential violation issues 

which Jon addressed and noted. 

 

C. June Spotlight Article 

1. Collette asked Jon for topic suggestions on current, most problematic violations for 

the “Spotlight on Ordinances” newsletter article.  

2. Discussion ensued about numerous ordinances, culminating in a decision to highlight 

a myriad of habitual yard violations that can be grouped, to include but not limited to 

1) grass height exceeding 15 inches, 2) debris, toys, discarded items deteriorating on 

lawn, 3) upholstered front porch furniture,  4) stagnant water, 5) discarded 

appliances.  

 

D.  Highway 10 and 16 and Little’s median landscape 

1. Bill Sigmon was not in attendance; therefore, discussion of the median landscape 

plans was postponed until the June meeting. 

 

E. Adopt-a-Spot Update 

1. Collette shared the completed application and brochure available to groups and 

individuals interested in adopting a spot for cleanup and landscaping. 

2. Master Gardeners has committed to adopt spots.  The Elks Lodge has requested 

information regarding the program. 
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3. Jan reported that the Shorts and Jeans Garden Club might be interested in adopting a 

spot once the commission has generated a list of potential adoption locations. 

 

F.  Yard Sale Ordinance 

1. Melvin distributed draft copies of the Yard Sale Ordinance for final review.  He 

answered and clarified several pertinent questions from Jon and Alex. 

2. Jon and Alex agreed to review the draft and give feedback to the commission, after 

which Collette will submit it to the city attorney and the City Council for approval. 

 

G.  Yard of the Month 

1.  Alicia shared information on a nominated yard on 15
th

 Street, highly recommending 

the commission consider it as June Yard of the Month winner.  She noted that the 

owner has not received the award in the past. Tom added positive comments on the 

appearance of the 15
th

 Street landscape. 

2. Collette showed Jan’s pictures of a yard in Brookwood, on 24
th

 Street. 

3. Melvin made a motion to select the 15
th

 Street yard for the June honor.  Jan seconded 

the motion. 

4. Jan and Alicia will notify the homeowner, purchase a Lowe’s gift card, notify the 

Recreation Department to complete the certificate, schedule Julie Chang to 

photograph and interview the winner, and present the award prior to June 1
st
.  

 

H.  Review of Downtown Appearance 

1. Collette distributed copies of the “Evaluation of College and Brady Avenues,” noting 

the issues that would fall under Code Enforcement, Public Works, and/or the 

Appearance Commission. 

2. The commission reviewed the 35 problem areas, some of minor concern and others 

significant.  Several had been resolved. 

3. Collette stated that the DNDA wishes to collaborate with Appearance Commission 

on addressing any issues with the store owners.   She asked each commission 

member to evaluate one of the 6 designated areas and distributed schematics of the 

areas. 

4. Alicia asked that the commission table this project due to the numerous tasks already 

in progress; Collette recommended moving forward with the evaluation. 

5. Some Commission members volunteered for or were assigned areas to evaluate and 

will bring listed appearance issues to the June 9
th

 meeting. 

 

I. Downtown Planters/Replacement Planters 

1.  Alicia reported that she contacted Melinda Travis and discussed plans to purchase 

10 large pots/planters with funds ($500) from the DNDA.  Per her discussion with 

Melinda, the planting soil would come from the Recreation Department and the 

plants would have to be donated.  Alicia will accompany her this weekend to select 

the pots.   

2. Tom and Sandra shared information that was reported at the City Council meeting 

regarding removal of the large concrete planters and replacement.  Tom stated that 

the concrete planters will definitely be removed immediately following Unity Day.  

It was reported that Doyle will maintain the planters and pots. 
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3. Several commission members became confused over the two planter project items 

and Alicia and Collette clarified the two separate plans.  Alicia is assisting the 

DNDA with their initiative. 

ADDENDUM TO THIS INITIATIVE: 

Alicia received the following notification after Thursday night’s meeting:  The 

purchasing of pots has been put on hold until further notice.  

4. Sandra voiced that a well thought-out plan should be in place for the other project, 

replacement planters, before the commission submits one to Streetscape.  She 

reminded members of streetscape slides that Alicia shared at a previous meeting, 

encouraging the commission to develop a good plan for replacing the planters.  

5. Collette announced that she will head the replacement planter project. 

 

J. Painting of Downtown Poles Update 

1. Sandra reported that the painting of poles project is still scheduled for June, after 

Unity Day. 

2. Collette mentioned that she spoke to the owner of Little’s and he has agreed to paint 

several paint-chipped poles on his property.   

 

K.  Appearance Commission Facebook 

1. Melvin reported that the Facebook page is in place and has received attention.   

2. Collette showed pictures of the Facebook page, while Melvin highlighted the photos, 

links, comments, etc.  Collette recommended taking a picture of the Commission to 

post on the FB page. 

3. Jan and Melvin will continue to serve as administrators of the page, adding and 

maintaining items/pictures as recommended and needed. 

 

Due to the time, items L. M., Q., R., and S. will be held and discussed at the June 

meeting.  The Commission addressed the following items: 

 

        N.  Parks/Cemeteries Review   

  1.  Sandra reported that the hanging baskets are complete and up.  She stated that the  

      Recreation Department welcomes input on plantings/landscaping at the Greenway and  

      Newton entrances.   

  2.  Collette asked Sandra to email her a list of the Newton parks and cemeteries.   

  

       O.  Grants 

 1.  Melvin contacted Melinda Herzog to discuss the possibility of finding and applying  

      for grants.   

            2.Melinda asked for 3 pieces of information from the Appearance Commission in order to  

assist:  Does the Commission have non-profit status?  Can the Commission match 

funds?  How much grant money is the Commission seeking/requesting? 

           3.Commission members agreed that the first two answers are “No,” and the third is for     

              discussion.  

 

        P.  Graffiti Ordinance 

  1.  Tom reported that he appreciated the recommendation to focus on graffiti that has  
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       reoccurred on some buildings.  After viewing the Clyde Fabrics and Carolina Glove  

      graffiti, he shared the information with the City Council.  The Newton Police    

 Department will now monitor and report trespassing as a means of discouraging     

congregating and defacing of property. 

          2.Tom shared the following City Codes and Conditions for enforcement:   

   Section 62.4 – Conditions constituting public nuisance. 

a.  The existence of any of the following conditions on any vacant lot or other parcel of 

land within the city limits is hereby declared to be dangerous and prejudicial to the 

public health and safety and lessens the attractiveness and livability of the city and 

thus constitutes a nuisance: 

17. The presence of any unauthorized word, figure, or other defacement that is 

      written, marked, etched, scratched, sprayed, drawn, painted or engraved on or 

      otherwise affixed to the surface of public or private property to the extent that  

 the defacement was not authorized in advance by the owner or occupant of the 

 property, or, despite advance authorization, is deemed by the city council to  

 have a negative impact on the quality of urban attractiveness and the aesthetic  

 appearance of the city, is prejudicial to the general public health, safety and 

 welfare, results in material public annoyance, inconvenience, discomfort and  

 the emotional stability of occupants of property in the vicinity where it exists.  

 

IV.  New Business 

        

A.  Other 

1.  Collette distributed copies of the Business Advisory Committee:  Annual Update 

and asked Commission members to read and prepare input for the June 13th meeting.  

John Stiver will attend and discuss the Business Advisory information at the June 

meeting. 

2. Collette distributed copies of the Master Plan draft.  She again asked that 

Commission members read and prepare input/questions to address at the June 9
th

 

meeting. 

 

B. Meeting Adjournment 

1. Collette adjourned the meeting.   

2. The next meeting will be held on June 13, 2013 at 7:00 P.M., in the downstairs 

Recreation Department conference room. 

 

  ADDENDUM TO THE MEETING MINUTES 

 

Apartment Complex Landscaping – no update since last meeting 

 A-Street Design – There are 2 separate landscape plans for A-Street  One was designed by NC 

DOT, the other might have been designed by Tim Elliott 

 Satellite Dish Ordinance – no update since last meeting 
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 Business Landscape Review Process – Collette received an  informal process flow for reviewing 

new construction/major construction city reviews.   

Notation:  Highlighted sections denote an “Action Item,” requiring action by one or more 

commission members. 

 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jan Freeman 

Secretary, Appearance Commission 

5/10/2013 


